Background: Disorders of the rotator cuff are a common musculoskeletal pain presentation
INTRODUCTION

1
Shoulder pain is a very common musculoskeletal pain presentation with 30 to 67% of the 2 general population experiencing shoulder pain at any one time (1, 2) . It is the third most 3 common musculoskeletal disorder(3) with a high rate of persisting complaints: 54% of 4 patients still report symptoms after a period of three years(4). Disorders of the rotator cuff 5 (RC) are widely regarded as the most common cause of shoulder pain and physiotherapy is 6 often the first line treatment option(5), although there is variation in physiotherapy practice 7 for this type of disorder. Many randomized controlled trials have investigated the 8 effectiveness of conservative interventions for RC disorders, and a systematic review 9 reported that exercise appears to be a promising treatment option(6). syndrome, a synonymous term for RC disorders. Conclusion was made that exercise therapy 20 and manual therapy were reportedly used by most physiotherapists who are specialized in 21 either manual therapy or sports therapy. These practices are in line with current evidence 22 for the treatment of shoulder impingement syndrome. 23 
M A N U S C R I P T A C C E P T E D ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT
In the Netherlands and Belgium, physiotherapy is organized in network groups. By being a 24 member of a shoulder network, you are granted access to practice-based guidelines 25 considering shoulder problems and you are informed about current evidence-based practice 
METHODS
41
Study design
42
A cross-sectional study was performed, creating an online survey based on the study of Bury 43 and Littlewood (8) 
RESULTS
72
In total, 792 respondents entered the survey. One respondent was excluded for not being a 73 physiotherapist in Belgium or in The Netherlands. 287 surveys were excluded because they 74 were not fully completed. The remaining 505 surveys were used in the data analysis. 75 The data of the physiotherapists in terms of years qualified, practice setting and being part 76 of a shoulder network are shown in Which management strategies would you typically recommend for this patient? The responses are shown in Fig. 3 , from which it can be summarized that physiotherapists 
